Value of herpes simplex virus type-specific serology: a case report.
Genital herpes, usually caused by herpes simplex virus type 2 (HSV-2), is one of the most common sexually transmitted diseases in humans. By contrast, intrauterine HSV-2 infections have been described rarely in the literature. Our report describes a case of neonate who was delivered after 30+2 gestational weeks by cesarean section. He presented with a respiratory distress syndrome resulting in broncho-pulmonary dysplasia. At the age of 6 weeks, a chorioretinal scar was detected. During the 4th month of age, the infant developed recurrent HSV-2 infection with nasal lesions. The retrospective type-specific serologic diagnosis revealed previous HSV-2 infection of the mother resulting in prenatal HSV-2 infection of the infant. In conclusion, intrauterine HSV-2 infections may be underrepresented since they may not be associated with severe congenital malformations and the diagnosis requires the use of HSV type-specific serologic methods not widely applied in microbiological laboratories.